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Non-exclusive  Interview 

Britt  Gears  Up  for  Next  Four  Years 

By  Melinda  Breitmeyer 

Appointed  by  Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  to  fill  the  spot  left  vacant  by  Harvey 
Milk  s  death  Nov.  26,  1978.  Harry  Britt  served  less  than  one  year  as  District  5 
supervisor  before  facing  a  grueling  test  of  his  political  strength.  After  a  hotly 
contested  race  which  ended  in  a  runoff  Dec.  1 1 .  Britt  was  elected  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  in  his  own  right.  A  month  into  his  four-year  term  of  office,  Britt  spoke 
recently  about  his  views  on  politics,  the  City  and  the  district. 

Voice:  When  you  were  campaigning  in  this  last  election,  you  didn't  capitalize  on 
the  sentimentality  surrounding  the  loss  of  Harvey  Milk.  Now  that  you've  been 
elected,  will  you  continue  to  carry  on  Harvey's  legacy  in  politics,  and  how  would 
you  define  that  legacy? 

Britt:  I'm  just  in  a  different  situation  than  Harvey  Milk  was  in.  When  you're  in  a 
new  situation,  you  have  to  follow  your  judgment,  and  the  judgment  of  people  that 
you  respect:  you  can't  reach  back  into  history  and  pull  wisdom  out.  unfortunately. 
The  part  of  Harvey  Milk's  work  that  must  go  on  is  his  insistence  that  political  power 
in  San  Francisco  should  belong  to  the  people  of  the  neighborhoods  of  San 
Francisco,  and  that  the  gay  community  must  continue  to  come  out  of  our  ghettos 
and  become  visible  contributors  to  the  life  of  San  Francisco.  Certainly  in  these  two 
ways  I  will  try  to  carry  on  Harvey  Milk's  work,  but  the  job  that  I've  been  given  to 
do  is  a  lot  different  than  the  job  that  Harvey  Milk  was  given  to  do,  and  I  think 

Continued  on  Page  4 

Liquor  Licenses  a  Losing  Bottle 

Eat,  Drink  and  Be  Zoned 


By  Leslie  Phillips 

The  Department  of  City  Planning, 
currently  entangled  in  the  project  of 
developing  a  zoning  plan  for  24th  Street, 
must  make  its  recommendations  bearing 
two  factors  in  mind:  the  wishes  of  neigh- 
borhood residents  and  the  preservation  of 
the  "character"  of  the  neighborhood. 

But  several  merchants  along  the 
street  are  wondering  what  the  criteria  are 
for  deciding  whether  a  business  conforms 
to  the  "character"  of  Noe  Valley,  and 
further,  whether  the  desires  of  the  resi- 
dents actually  count  for  anything  at  all. 

The  owners  of  Cameo  Coffee,  a 
specialty  food  store  at  3193  24th  St.,  for 
example,  would  like  to  obtain  a  liquor 


and  restaurant  license,  but  have  been 
unable  to  do  so  because  of  the  current 
moratorium  on  new  bars  and  restaurants 
on  24th  Street. 

Co-owners  Michael  Gest  and  Joanna 
Cook  believe  their  establishment  reflects 
the  high  standards  of  Noe  Valley  resi- 
dents. The  store,  like  the  neighborhood, 
is  "high  quality,"  said  Manager  Jennifer 
Austin. 

Since  they  opened  their  doors  to 
business  nine  months  ago.  Gest  and  Cook 
have  wanted  a  license  to  sell  beer  and 
wine  "to  go"  to  balance  their  sales  of 
perishable  and  non-perishable  goods. 
More  recently,  at  the  urging  of  their 

Continued  on  Page  5 


Mechanical  Street 
Sweepers  Descend 
On  Noe  Valley 

By  Rita  M.  Rouse 

New  parking  regulations  will  go  into 
effect  next  month  to  allow  the  use  of 
mechanical  street  sweepers  on  various 
streets  in  Noe  Valley  and  Dolores  Park 
The  Board  of  Supervisors  unanimously 
approved  the  measure  Jan.  21.  with  su- 
pervisors Harry  Britt  and  John  Molinari 
absent  from  voting. 

Having  approved  the  resolution,  the 
board  then  sent  the  measure  to  Mayor 
Dianne  Feinstein  for  her  signature.  The 
new  rules  will  take  effect  30  days  after 
she  has  signed. 

The  regulations  will  affect  many  of 
the  main  thoroughfares  and  side  streets  of 
both  Noe  Valley  and  Dolores  Park  and 
will  require  car  owners  to  move  their 
vehicles  from  the  streets  during  certain 
hours  on  specified  days.  Parking  will  be 
prohibited,  for  example,  on  the  east  side 
of  Guerrero  Street  on  Mondays  from  6 
to  8  a.m.  and  on  the  west  side  of 
Guerrero  on  Thursdays  during  the  same 
hours 

Temporary  signs  will  be  put  up  at 
appropriate  locations  advising  drivers  of 
the  new  parking  laws.  Cars  parked  ille- 
gally will  be  ticketed 


24th  St.  Drug 
'Store'  Busted 

For  two  weeks,  the  San  Francisco 
Narcotics  Squad  staked  out  the  second 
floor  of  an  address  at  3891  24th  St.  near 
Vicksburg  Street.  The  traffic  into  the 
address  was  extremely  heavy. 

Inside  was  a  unique  supermarket, 
offering  bins  of  drugs  —  LSD  at  $5  a  hit. 
marijuana  at  $65  an  ounce,  magic  mush- 
rooms at  $6  a  gram,  not  to  mention 
mescaline,  hashish  oil  and  cocaine. 

About  7:45  p.m.  on  Jan.  24.  a 
neighbor  burst  through  the  door,  making 
clear  he  wasn't  a  customer.  Sgt.  Gregario 
Corrales.  who  ironically  lived  around  the 
comer  from  the  store,  led  eight  other 
officers  in  a  raid  on  the  premises. 

Eighteen  persons  were  arrested,  in- 
cluding resident  Norma  R.  Weissman, 
31,  and  James  Gist.  29.  of  3840  22nd  St.. 
in  what  Corrales  said  was  the  biggest 
drug  bust  in  recent  Noe  Valley  history. 
They  were  all  booked  on  possession  with 
intent  to  sale  charges. 

The  only  person  injured  was  Gist. 
Corrales  said  he  was  caught  hiding  in  a 
closet.  But,  while  handcuffed.  Gist  al- 
legedly tried  to  escape  by  jumping 
through  a  second  floor  window,  injuring 
his  leg  and  being  slapped  with  another 
charge  of  resisting  arresi. 

Police  said  the  operation  was  an 
offshoot  of  the  Dennis  Peron  "Big  Top" 
drug  supermarket  in  Eureka  Valley.  Per- 
on was  not  connected  with  the  24th  Street 
operation,  but  two  persons  arrested  in  the 
Big  Top  bust  were  arrested  in  the  24th 
Street  caper. 

Corrales  said  the  supermarket  was 
discovered  by  an  "unwitting  informant" 
who  met  an  undercover  cop  in  Eureka 
Valley.  The  suspect  drove  with  the  police 
officer  to  24th  Street,  where  he  was 
watched  going  into  the  premises  and  later 
returned  to  sell  the  officer  a  small  amount 
of  marijuana. 
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LUelcGine  To 


By  Bill  Yard 


fleo  UbIIeui 


Tunnel  Vision 


Back  in  school  we  used  Co  call  il  "The  Tunnel."  The  Tunnel  lasts  from  about 
mid-November  until  spring.  If  you're  an  optimist,  you  don't  recognize  it  until 
Thanksgiving.  If  you're  cynical,  you  start  getting  depressed  after  Halloween. 

Right  now,  in  February,  back  in  those  nowhere  suburbs  where  the  romantic 
snowfall  of  10  p.m.  turns  to  black  slush  after  the  morning  rush  hour,  where  you  can 
almost  hear  the  rock  salt  eating  through  the  compressed  tin-can  chassis  of  your  new 
Chevette.  where  Uncle  Fred  just  had  a  heart  attack  shoveling  out  the  driveway,  back 
there  they  can't  see  the  light  at  the  end  of  the  Tunnel. 

But  Here,  squatting  smugly  in  Neo  Valley,  sipping  our  capuchinos  or  our 
house  white  wines,  we  don't  have  much  of  a  Tunnel.  Sure  it's  a  little  too  nippy  to 
grease  up  with  cocoa  butter  and  hitch  to  Devil's  Slide.  But  you  can  make  it  through 
the  winter  without  your  PG&E  bill  quintupling,  and  you  need  only  a  Pendleton  or 
an  Eddie  Bauer  to  go  with  your  Fruit  of  the  Loom  and  Calvin  Klein's. 


Phil  Who  Lives  Upstairs  still  thinks  in  terms  of  the  Tunnel,  however.  He's 
only  been  Here  about  a  year,  supposedly  moving  from  the  Village,  after  his  off- 
Broadway  play  folded.  I  don't  trust  his  New  York  accent,  though.  I  think  it's  too 
affected.  He's  probably  a  closet  Midwesterner. 

Down  at  Patch.  Phil  is  lamenting  the  lack  of  weather  and  planning  to  rent  a 
weekend  condo  in  Tahoe  as  a  Valentine's  present  to  his  old  lady  Myndi  (Who  Lives 
Upstairs)  He's  thinking  of  having  four-wheel  drive  installed  on  his  Honda  Civic 

Phil  is  blathering.  Janice,  the  bartender  whose  hair  is  a  cross  between  a 
dandelion  and  a  dark  secret,  has  just  served  him  his  fifth  shot  of  Jack  and  his  fourth 
chaser,  and  he's  got  great  plans  for  the  world,  for  Neo  Valley,  and  for  Phil. 

"Tell  me  what  it  was  like,  man."  Phil  begs.  He  digs  talk  of  the  Good  Old 
Days  in  Neo  Valley. 

"Well,"  I  reply,  "there  used  to  be  an  abandoned  Phillips  66  station  at  Neo  and 
24th.  At  Christmas  they'd  sell  chain-sawn  Douglas  Fir  saplings  at  five  bucks  a 
pop." 

"Five  bucks!  Wow!"  Phil  kills  his  draft.  "Tell  me  what  it  was  like,  man." 
(That's  one  thing  I  dislike  about  Phil.  He's  redundant.  Not  only  that,  he  repeats 
himself,  and  he  tends  to  say  the  same  thing  more  than  once.) 

"They  sold  trees  at  24th  and  Church,  where  the  laundromat  is  now." 

"Wow!"  replies  Phil.  "How  did  you  fold  clothes  with  all  those  trees  in 


Letters^. 
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EDITOR: 

As  a  visitor  from  the  Imperial  Val- 
ley, an  area  that  is  so  reactionary  that  it  is 
still  reserving  judgment  on  the  value  of 
the  wheel,  and  whose  only  locally  pub- 
lished daily  newspaper  opposes  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment 
(typical  editorial  statemens,  in  addition  to 
endorsing  every  John  Birch  Society-type 
political  candidate  on  the  ballot,  include 
"Most  American  business  firms  are  hon- 
est, ethical  and  competitive"  and  "  All 
those  who  scoff  at  the  divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ  are  lacking  in  vision  and  faith").  I 
cannot  begin  to  tell  you  what  a  great 
pleasure  it  has  been  to  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  mingle  with  the  fine  people 
of  Noe  Valley,  in  the  streets,  bars,  and 
restaurants;  and  after  years  of  reading  the 
Imperial  Valley  Press,  reading  the  Noe 
Valley  Voice  was  like  stepping  out  of  the 
1 8th  century  into  the  20th  century. 

There  may  be  litter  in  Noe  Valley's 
streets,  but  there  is  joy  and  beauty  in  the 
community's  soul. 

Norm  Pliscou 

135  West  Seventh  St. 

Holtville.  Calif. 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 

1021  Sanchez  Street 

San  Francisco  941M 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  an  indepen- 
dent newspaper  published  monthly 
and  distributed  free  in  Noe  Valley 
and  vicinity. 
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there?" 

Behind  the  clink  of  the  glasses,  a  jazz  guitarist,  who  gets  the  most  out  of  his 
Stratocaster  and  his  food  stamps,  sweats  through  his  final  shirt. 

Janice  is  vigorously  denying  a  rumor  that  Wayne  the  Owner  is  buying  the 
Valley  Cavern  and  renaming  it  Patch  Nursing  Home. 

Myndi  Who  Lives  Upstairs  bursts  in  and  throws  her  arms  around  Phil.  She's 
ecstatic. 

Myndi  just  got  her  M  A.  in  bioeconomics  from  Antioch  West.  Now  she's 
making  money,  hand  over  fist,  giving  workshops  in  Massage  for  Bookkeepers  and 
The  Tarot  of  Fixed  Liabilities.  But  that's  not  why  she's  ecstatic.  She's  ecstatic 
because  she  finally  got  the  pawn  out  of  Josh. 

Run  that  one  by  you  again? 

You  see.  Josh  is  Myndi  s  three-year-old  son  by  this  biker  she  picked  up  one 
night  at  the  Stud,  back  when  714's  were  still  available.  Josh,  who's  one  of  seven 
Joshes  in  his  Montessori  class,  was  left  alone  for  a  few  minutes  with  the  antique, 
one-of-a-kind,  hand-carved  ivory  chess  set  Phil's  folks  gave  them  for  Christmas. 
When  Myndi  and  Phil  got  back  in  the  room,  the  white  pieces  were  minus  a  pawn 
and  Josh  had  the  hiccups. 

Happily,  after  days  of  waiting  with  bated  breath  and  collander  in  hand.  Myndi 
can  buy  a  new  collander  and  resume  exploiting  Phil's  weak  endgame.  (Josh  is  left  to 
cope  with  his  unique  fixation  for  board  games  for  the  rest  of  his  life.) 


Phil  and  Myndi  stagger  out  as  Lenny  the  Low  Rider  stalks  in.  Lenny's  fuming 
from  his  latest  brush  with  the  law. 

"God  damn  pigs!"  Lenny  orders  a  Guinness  and  lights  a  Marlboro.  'All  I  was 
doin'  was  drivin'  my  short  down  Church.  Can  I  help  it  if  my  pipes  are  draggin'  on 
the  trolley  tracks?  Next  thing  I  know,  I  get  to  Happy  Donuts  and  half  a  dozen  cops 
rush  out  inta  da  street,  pull  me  over,  drag  me  outa  da  car.  Say.  what  is  that  place, 
the  new  Hall  of  Justice?" 

(A  police  department  spokesman  vehemently  denied  to  the  Voice  that  Happy 
Donuts  was  a  new  substation  of  Mission  Station,  despite  our  photos  showing  a 
minimum  of  four  uniformed  officers  sitting  there  eating  apple  fritters  between  the 
hours  of  midnight  and  6  a.m.) 

"So  what  did  they  do?"  I  asked  Lenny. 

"Well,  they  snooped  around  a  little  bit.  looking  for  dope.  I  guess.  Didn't  find 
nothin'.  thank  God.  Then  they  gave  me  a  ticket  for  'Low  Riding  Without  a  Permit 
in  a  Bourgeois  Zone'  and  told  me  to  go  back  to  the  Mission.  And  I'm  a  goddamned 
Anglo!" 

It  occurs  to  me  that  Lenny's  problem  is  his  car.  It's  a  '68  Impala  with  a  327. 
twelve  coats  of  black  lacquer,  curb  feelers,  dingle-bails,  and  a  "flesh-colored 
Christ  that  glows  in  the  dark."  as  pre- born -again  Dylan  once  said,  on  the  dash.  It 
rides  approximately  three  inches  off  the  street. 

"Maybe  you  shouldn't  have  such  an  ostentatious  car."  I  suggest. 

"Austin?  It  ain't  no  Austin.  That's  one  of  them  foreign  cars."  Lenny  snorts. 
"Mine's  a  Chevy." 
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Losing  Candidates  Keep  on  Running 
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By  Rosamund  Parr 

The  runners-up  in  the  District  5 
election  aren't  about  to  be  forgotten  in  a 
hurry. 

Hallinan.  Pachtner,  Wadsworth  and 
Peron  all  retain  some  political  aspirations 
and  have  promised  to  keep  up  their  com- 
mitments to  local  issues. 

Supervisor  Harry  Britt  can  expect 
both  loyal  support  and  tough  criticism 
from  the  candidates  he  defeated  last 
December. 

Even  though  all  the  candidates  had 
their  own  pet  concerns  during  the  cam- 
paign, each  wanted  to  appeal  to  the  voters 
as  the  most  conscientious  district  politi- 
cian. Recriminations  flew  back  and  forth 
as  the  candidates  tried  to  match  creden- 
tials. 

Now  that  the  competition  is  over, 
are  the  losers  going  to  maintain  their 
dedication  to  solving  local  problems? 

How  do  the  losers  feel  about  the 
outcome  of  the  election?  Have  their 
opinions  of  city  politics  changed?  Even 
an  optimist  like  Dennis  Peron  said  he  was 
"a  little  soured  on  electoral  politics." 
But  most  felt  confident  about  the  new 
Board  of  Supervisors,  and  all  had  some- 
thing to  say  about  Harry  Britt.  the  champ 
who  began  the  race  as  perhaps  the  most 
vulnerable  incumbent,  but  finished  with 
the  highest  number  of  votes. 

Terence  Hallinan.  who  made  it  into 
the  runoff,  said  he  had  returned  to  his  law 
practice,  but  would  continue  to  work  for 
local  issues.  He  spoke  of  his  involvement 

'Red-haired  Robber' 
To  Be  Tried  March  3 

Christopher  Shanahan.  the  alleged 
"  red-haired  robber"  of  24th  Street,  is 
expected  to  stand  trial  in  San  Francisco 
Superior  Court  on  March  3.  Shanahan. 
arrested  last  Nov.  15.  is  charged  with 
over  20  robberies.  The  robbery  spree 
plagued  Noe  Valley  merchants  for  a 
month. 

A  number  of  small  stores  and  sav- 
ings and  loan  associations  were  robbed, 
apparently  by  the  same  suspect,  whose 
careless  technique  had  nevertheless  frus- 
trated police  efforts  at  apprehension. 

Police  eventually  formed  an  identifi- 
cation based  on  pictures  of  Shanahan 
from  a  previous  arrest,  matched  with 
photographs  taken  during  the  recent  hold- 
ups at  local  savings  and  loans. 

Shanahan  will  be  tried  on  16  counts 
of  robbery.  The  charges  were  reduced 
from  armed  robbery  because  the  gun 
allegedly  used  turned  out  to  be  a  toy 
plastic  one.  Bail,  set  at  $50,000.  was  not 
posted,  and  Shanahan  remained  in  cus- 
tody prior  to  the  trial. 
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in  a  suit  against  the  City's  housing  Reha- 
bilitation Assistance  Program  (RAP).  He 
believes  the  program  has  been  responsi- 
ble for  the  "gentrification"  of  the  Haight- 
Ashbury  by  driving  out  people  unable  to 
afford  the  cost  of  RAP-required  improve- 
ments to  their  homes.  Hallinan  will  also 
continue  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Paltenghi  Youth  Center. 

Third-placed  Kay  Pachtner  told  the 
Voice  that  she  saw  housing  and  childcare 
emerging  as  her  priorities.  Childcare  is  a 
new  area  of  activity  for  her;  she  will  be 
working  with  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  and 
enlisting  the  help  of  a  network  of  friends 
to  possibly  create  an  information  "switch- 
board." To  alleviate  the  district's  hous- 
ing crunch,  she  would  like  to  see  the 
establishment  of  a  community  develop- 
ment corporation  which  would  receive 
subsidized  money  to  build  low-  to 
moderate- income  housing. 

Citywide  activities  appeared  to  be 
the  main  concern  of  gay  conservative 
Kevin  Wadsworth.  He  is  president  of 
Concerned  Republicans  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Republican  Central  Com- 
mittee and  the  Commonwealth  Club. 

Peron  will  continue  his  Fight  against 
marijuana  laws  and,  to  this  end.  plans  to 
work  on  state  initiatives.  He  is  upset  by 
the  number  of  what  he  claims  are  illegal 
busts  in  the  district  and  said.  "My  biggest 
peeve  at  the  moment  is  the  vice  squad." 
Boasting  about  his  talent  at  getting  peti- 
tion signatures,  he  promised  to  support 
any  new  rent  control  legislation.  He  still 
works  for  the  Tenants  Union. 

'Political  reactions  to  the  election 
were  mixed.  Hallinan  said  of  the  new 


Board  of  Supervisors:  "I  like  it  better 
than  the  old  one."  And  he  promised  to 
help  Britt  by  drawing  his  attention  to  any 
local  issues  that  the  supervisor  might 
neglect.  Hallinan  attributed  his  defeat  in 
the  runoff  to  "special  interests  within  the 
district,"  referring  to  the  gay  community. 
He  said  he  would  not  run  again  for  the 
District  5  seat,  but  it  is  too  soon  to  rule 
out  any  Hallinan  family  members  for 
future  City  offices. 

Pachtner  campaigned  with  a  10-year 
record  of  local  activism  and  criticized 
those  candidates  who  had  very  little 
history  in  the  district  for  their  "incorrect 
politics."  She  expressed  concern  that  the 
new  supervisor  would  neglect  the  Haight- 
Ashbury,  but  was  undecided  as  to  wheth- 
er she  would  run  again  for  this  seat. 

While  most  candidates  were  at  pains 
to  stress  their  pro-neighborhood  senti- 
ments. Kevin  Wadsworth  said  after  the 
election,  "I'm  not  sure  of  the  benefits  of 
district  elections."  Although  he  intends 
to  run  again  in  District  5,  he  said  he 
would  like  to  see  both  district  and  city- 
wide  seats  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
As  for  gay  politics.  Wadsworth  said. 
"The  gay  community  is  too  diverse  for 
Britt  to  lead  it.  Harvey  Milk  was  able  to 
compromise,  but  Britt  won't  even  listen 
to  a  conservative,  and  he  has  ignored  gay 
Latinos , 

Dennis  Peron.  on  the  other  hand,  is 
a  firm  Britt  supporter.  Looking  at  what  he 
sees  as  a  more  progressive  Board  of 
Supervisors,  he  said.  "Harry  will  lead  the 
pack.  He'll  mature  into  the  job,  growing 
into  it.  District  5  will  lead  the  way  in  pro- 
gressive city  politics." 


n  ounce  of  prevention  is 
worth  a  pound  of  cure"  goes 
the  old  adage,  and  if  you  are 
a  San  Francisco  resident,  the 
ounce  of  prevention  is  free. 

The  Women's  Health  Clinic  at  Dis- 
trict Health  Center  No.  I  is  open  to 
women  of  all  ages.  Located  at  3850  17th 
St.,  the  clinic  offers  a  variety  of  services 
including  comprehensive  gynecological 
exams.  Pap  tests,  contraceptive  informa- 
tion and  pregnancy  testing  and  counsel- 
ing. 

The  clinic  is  open  4:30  to  7  p.m.  on 
Tuesdays  and  from  1:30  to  7  p.m.  on 
Thursdays.  For  an  appointment  or  more 
information,  call  the  Health  Center  at 
558-3905. 

ow  to  save  energy  through 
conservation,  insulation,  and 
the  use  of  solar  power  will  be 
the  topic  of  this  month's 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley  meeting. 

Peter  Barnes,  president  of  the  Solar 
Center,  and  Carl  F.  Smith  of  PG&E  will 
be  the  featured  speakers  at  the  group's 
general  meeting  Feb.  14.  8  p.m..  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Library.  451  Jersey  St. 

Friends'  Steering  Committee  -will 


your  dive... 
at  3158a 
Mission  St.,  SF 

cocktails,  noon-2am 


•  Gourmet  Coffee* 

iomimI  on  vitmmn 

•  Fantastic  Chocolate* 

•  Unique  Candies 


-New  YorW 
Kosher  Style  Deli" 


Featuring  Espresso  & 
Cappuccino  Maker* 

At  absolutely  the 
Lowest  Price  In  Town' 


Cameo  Coffee's  24th  St  Deli 
3913  24th  Si    San  Franci»co    824  7879 

Also  vini  Cameo  Coffee  Tea  A  Spues  Srtnpp* 
S31  CMtro  St  .  S  F  626  0307 


Suspect  Charged 
In  Hill  Murder 

"We  had  been  monitoring  all  people 
involved  in  sexual  assaults  in  the  entire 
state  of  California  —  through  fingerprint 
identification."  said  San  Francisco  homi- 
cide inspector  Ron  Schneider.  And  it 
finally  paid  off. 

A  suspect  has  been  charged  in  the 
Mi  ssion  District  rape  and  murder  of 
Shirley  Hill. 

Hill,  a  27-year-old  mother  who  lived 
in  the  Western  Addition,  was  beaten, 
raped  and  strangled  Sept.  7  in  a  Mission 
High  School  classroom  bungalow. 

By  matching  the  fingerprints  of  a 
man  arrested  Jan.  16  as  a  suspect  in 
several  other  rape  cases  with  prints  found 
at  the  bungalow,  Schneider  and  partner 
Michael  Mullane  were  able  to  connect 
Russell  Coleman.  28.  of  1728  26th  St., 
with  the  Hill  murder. 

Coleman  was  arraigned  Jan  23  on  a 
charge  of  homicide. 

He  had  already  been  charged  with 
the  rape  and  molestation  in  separate 
incidents  of  three  girls,  ages  II.  Wh  and 
14.  The  attacks  all  took  place  in  the 
Mission  District  during  the  first  two 
weeks  of  January,  police  inspector  Don 
Kennealy  said. 

Kennealy  said  the  homicide  and 
rape-perversion  cases  would  be  handled 
separately.  He  expected  the  rape  cases 
would  be  tried  this  month,  but  no  trial 
date  had  been  set  in  the  Hill  case. 

More  Mouths 
To  Feed 


meet  at  7  p.m.  the  same  evening.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend  both  meetings 

uring  the  recent  "red-haired 
robber"  crime  wave,  mer- 
chants in  Noe  Valley  utilized 
their  "hot  line"  to  provide 
one  another  with  up-to-the-minute  infor- 
mation on  the  robberies.  The  hot  line, 
begun  five  years  ago,  consists  of  a  net- 
work of  over  20  merchants,  relaying 
information  on  robberies,  shoplifters  and 
bad-check  writers.  Noe  Valley  merchants 
who  would  like  to  have  their  store  in- 
cluded in  the  hot  line  are  invited  to  call 
Patty  Wood,  owner  of  The  Wooden  Heel, 
at  824-9399. 

(Ks^fj^\  be  Bay  Area  chapter  of  the 
National  Lawyer's  Guild  is 
*  providing  emergency  legal 
services  to  Iranian  students 
in  danger  of  deportation  by  the  Immigra- 
tion and  Naturalization  Service. 

Legal  services  being  offered  include 
free  legal  advice  over  the  phone,  legal 
representation  at  deportation  hearings, 
legal  counseling  to  groups,  arranged  be- 
forehand, and  appeals  to  federal  court. 

For  further  information,  call  285- 
5066,  weekdays,  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 


Congratulations  to  Lisa  Feldman 
and  Alan  Bell.  Their  son  Avram  Joseph 
(nicknamed  "A.  J.")  was  bom  Sunday. 
Dec.  23.  weighing  in  at  7  pounds  l  l 
ounces. 

And  there  was  quite  a  crowd  on 
hand  to  welcome  this  new  native  San 
Franciscan  at  General  Hospital's  Alterna- 
tive Birth  Center.  Presiding  along  with 
father  Alan,  two  pediatricians  and  one 
nurse  were  maternal  grandmother  Ele- 
nore  Fields,  the  mother's  sister  Leslie, 
birth  coach  and  friend  Melani.  friend  and 
photographer  of  the  event  Lois,  old  friend 
April,  and  midwife  Marilyn. 

The  Feldman-Bell  family  makes 
their  home  on  Alvarado  Street  here  in 
Noe  Valley. 

*  *  * 

If  you  would  like  to  announce  a 
birth  or  other  significant  date,  such  as 
a  50th  wedding  anniversary  or  birth- 
day, send  a  card  to  the  Voice. 

The  pertinent  information  should 
be  mailed  by  the  20th  of  the  month  and 
addressed  to  The  Noe  Valley  Voice* 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco, 
94114. 
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"One  of  the  things  that  makes  Dis- 
trict 5  so  great  is  the  richness  of  perspec- 
tive that  we  have.  I  do  not  desire  that  the 
voters  of  District  5  ever  come  to  a  con- 
sensus. That  would  be  boring  and  not 
productive." 


"I  believe  that  Dec.  II  was  a  real 
statement  from  the  neighborhoods  of  San 
Francisco  that  we  want  supervisors  who 
are  accountable  to  our  neighborhoods. 


"We  simply  cannot  allow  ourselves 
to  be  sucked  into  the  position  of  saying. 
'Okay,  you  can  close  my  neighborhood 
police  station,  but  keep  the  library 
open." 


"The  women's  movement,  of  which 
District  5  is  an  important  center,  is 
clearly  one  of  the  most  creative  forces  in 
American  society.  It  continues  to  be  in 
the  interest  of  the  city  that  we  draw  on 
that  movement  for  special  direction,  spe- 
cial insight. 


Britt  Gears  Up  . . . 


Photos  by  Charles  Kennard 


Continued  from  Page  I 


people  will  see  in  me  a  very  different  person,  playing  a  very  different  role  than 
Harvey  Milk. 

Voice:  The  election  was  close  and  hard-fought.  You  were  reputed  to  have  inspired 
and  managed  a  large  campaign  force  of  dedicated  volunteers;  do  you  feel  your 
campaign  was  able  to  reach  and  coalesce  the  disparate  groups  of  voters  in  District 
5?  If  there  was  divisiveness.  will  you  attempt  to  bridge  the  gaps  among  your 
constituency? 

Britt:  One  of  the  things  that  makes  District  5  so  great  is  the  richness  of  perspective 
that  we  have.  I  do  not  desire  that  the  voters  of  District  5  ever  come  to  a  consensus. 
That  would  be  boring  and  not  productive. 

Certainly  our  campaign  was  as  diverse  as  any  political  campaign  I've  worked 
in.  We  had,  I  think,  a  rather  amazing  coalition  of  people,  including  the  presidents  of 
virtually  all  the  neighborhood  organizations  in  the  district,  disabled  activists,  senior 
activists,  people  who  had  never  worked  in  political  campaigns  before.  .  .  I  think 
anyone  who  knows  me  knows  that  I  want  and  need  the  help  of  every  person  in 
District  5  or  anywhere  else  who  wants  to  work  on  dealing  with  the  problems  of  San 
Francisco.  Anyone  who  comes  to  me  in  good  faith  and  says.  "I  want  to  help."  will 
be  dealt  with  in  terms  of  the  contribution  they  can  make  in  solving  those  problems. 

I  feel  I've  come  out  of  this  election  with  very  few  enemies.  As  a  student  of 
human  nature.  I  feel  that  vindictiveness  and  a  desire  to  punish  people  have  no  place 
in  a  healthy  personality.  My  success  as  a  supervisor  will  depend  upon  my  ability  to 
work  with  all  of  the  different  people  in  this  district,  and  I  find  that  challenging.  If  I 
have  enemies,  it's  their  choice,  not  mine. 

Voice:  How  do  you  view  the  balance  on  the  new  Board  of  Supervisors,  with  respect 
to  passing  legislation  that  you  favor? 

Britt:  After  one  meeting.  I  feel  very  good  about  that.  I  think  John  Bardis  is 
potentially  a  very  strong  supporter  of  neighborhood  issues.  He  supported  Prop.  R 
and  Prop.  O.  He  agrees  with  me  that  condominium  conversions  are  a  very  serious 
threat  to  rental  housing  in  San  Francisco.  He  has  been  involved  with  the  sewer,  and 
with  the  preservation  of  Park  Station.  I  think  we're  going  to  find  in  John  Bardis  a 
real  friend  on  a  number  of  issues. 

Doris  Ward  has  assumed  her  duties  with  a  great  deal  of  confidence  and  a  great 
deal  of  energy.  I'm  very  glad  that  she's  on  the  Planning.  Housing  and  Development 
Committee  with  me  because  I  think  she  brings  a  real  commitment  to  solving 
housing  problems  in  San  Francisco. 

Nancy  Walker,  of  course,  is  a  real  expert  on  health,  and  is  thoroughly 
grounded  as  an  activist  in  environmental,  housing  and  economic  issues,  and  I'm 
sure  we'll  work  very,  very  closely  together. 

I  don't  know  Ed  Lawson  as  well  yet.  I  hear  coming  from  him.  however,  a 
desire  not  to  be  written  off  as  a  conservative,  or  a  "friend  of  downtown."  His 
background  is  in  city  planning.  I  want  to  give  Ed  a  chance  to  show  that  he 
represents  the  same  kind  of  accountability  to  the  neighborhoods  that  elected  him 
that  I  see  for  the  rest  of  us.  It's  too  early  to  know;  we  haven't  had  our  fights  yet. 

I  believe  that  Dec.  II  was  a  real  statement  from  the  neighborhoods  of  San 
Francisco  that  we  want  supervisors  who  are  accountable  to  our  neighborhoods.  I 
think  if  the  people  in  the  neighborhoods  do  their  work  of  keeping  pressure  on  their 
supervisors,  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  new  board. 
Voice:  What  are  your  committee  assignments  and  how  will  you  participate  in  them? 
Britt:  President  Molinari  gave  me  the  committee  assignments  I  asked  for  I  am 
chair  of  the  Planning.  Housing  and  Development  Committee,  which  is  the 
committee  which  1  think  will  have  the  most  say  about  whether  we  are  able  to 
respond  effectively  to  the  economic  pressures  on  both  housing  and  the  neighbor- 
hood commercial  districts.  I  plan  to  spend  a  very  large  part  of  my  time  developing 
he  knowledge  that  I  need  and  the  relationships  that  I  need  to  bring  about  real 
legislation  in  the  area  of  environment  and  housing. 

Also.  I'm  on  the  Rules  Committee,  which  is  a  very  key  committee  on  the 
board.  It  has  the  power  of  appointment,  and  gives  me  a  lot  of  personal  leverage  in 
terms  of  decisions. 

My  third  committee  is  the  Health  and  Environment  Committee,  which  I  have 
been  on  for  a  year.  On  that  committee.  I  have  my  first  year  advocated  very  strongly 
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for  the  position  that  Prop.  1 3  must  not  be  used  as  an  exctise  to  cut  back  on  services. 
I  have  also  tried  to  raise  serious  questions  about  the  sewer.  I  think  it's  important  that 
I'm  still  there,  to  provide  continuity,  and  I  hope  some  background  that  I've 
acquired. 

Voice:  Some  people  feel  the  loss  of  the  progressive  propositions  on  the  last  ballot 
will  bode  poorly  for  future  legislation  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  What,  for 
example,  do  you  expect  to  happen  when  the  current  rent  control  ordinance  expires? 
Britt:  The  losses  on  Propositions  O,  P.  Q.  R  —  obviously,  it  hurts  you  to  lose  and 
we  should  have  passed  those  four  propositions. 

On  Jan.  14.  I  introduced  an  amendment  to  the  rent  stabilization  ordinance  to  do 
away  with  the  loophole  which  says  that  rents  cease  to  be  controlled  when  a  tenant 
moves  out.  At  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Planning.  Housing  and  Development 
committee  on  Feb.  19.  we  will  be  looking  at  the  total  rent  control  law.  We  ask  that 
citizens  who  have  ideas  as  to  what  we  should  do  about  that  law  should  testify  that 
day.  and  out  of  that  hearing  I  hope  will  come  additional  amendments  to  the  law. 

So  far.  the  law  has  been  around  for  half  of  its  life.  It  is  not  working  Rents  are 
continuing  to  go  up.  Evictions  have  increased.  If  we're  serious  about  retaining  the 
present  law,  we  need  to  make  changes  in  it  that  will  make  it  work.  On  the  ballot  in 
June,  there  will  be  a  state-wide  initiative,  which  if  passed,  will  make  it  impossible 
for  boards  of  supervisors  to  pass  rent  control  legislation.  If  that  does  not  pass.  I 
think  the  present  board  will  produce  better  housing  legislation  if  we  do  a  better  job 
of  bringing  pressure  on  the  board  to  do  just  that. 

It's  particularly  important.  I  think,  that  we  do  something  strong  about 
condominium  conversions.  At  present  there  are  economic  incentives  in  converting 
our  rental  housing  stock  to  condominiums  that  are  far  more  rewarding  than  building 
new  condominiums  or  maintaining  residential  property.  As  long  as  this  is  the  case 
we  simply  cannot  afford  the  luxury  of  condominium  conversions. 
Voice:  What  do  you  envision  happening  as  fallout  from  Prop.  13  continues  to  hit 
the  City?  How  might  neighborhood  services  be  affected,  and  what  kinds  of  choices 
do  you  expect  to  make  on  the  board? 

Britt:  The  choice  that  1  expect  to  make  is  that  we  insist  that  government  produce 
funds  necessary  to  maintain  essential  services.  We  simply  cannot  allow  ourselves  to 
be  sucked  into  the  position  of  saying.  "Okay,  you  can  close  my  neighborhood 
police  station,  but  keep  the  library  open. "  As  soon  as  we  start  thinking  that  way,  we 
have  lost  the  game  and  Howard  Jarvis  has  won. 

It's  going  to  be  a  difficult  year,  but  I  continue  to  insist  that  if  we  do  our 
lobbying  work  properly  and  direct  the  energy  of  government  toward  preserving 
services  and  developing  new  needed  services,  there  is  no  reason  this  year  why  we 
have  to  suffer  greatly.  But  the  possibility  is  there  if  we  don't  do  our  work.  I'll  take 
my  share  of  the  responsibility  for  that,  but  it's  going  to  have  to  be  a  cooperative 
effort  of  a  lot  of  people.  People  who  care  about  libraries  are  going  to  have  to  support 
people  who  care  about  parks,  and  they're  going  to  have  to  support  people  who  care 
about  childcare.  because  if  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  pitted  against  each  other,  the 
ball  game  is  over. 

Voice:  Where  can  lobbying  best  be  done  on  this  issue?  State  legislators? 
Britt:  Everywhere.  Lobby  me.  Lobby  Dianne  Feinstein.  Lobby  wherever  decisions 
are  made.  Sure,  we  have  to  go  to  Sacramento.  What  Friends  of  Public  Education 
did  last  year,  we'll  have  to  do  again.  We  have  to  make  sure  when  the  candidates  for 
the  Senate  and  Assembly  come  to  us  this  fall  that  we  make  it  clear  we  are  not  going 
to  accept  "Sorry,  there's  no  money."  But  the  more  important  lobbying  in  terms  of 
neighborhood  people  is  probably  right  here  and  in  the  mayor's  office. 
Voice:  When  you  were  sworn  in  a  year  ago,  you  spoke  about  the  rights  of  minorities 
to  make  decisions  on  their  own  behalf,  and  you  mentioned  that  women  were 
particularly  suited  to  partake  in  government.  Do  you  still  feel  that  way? 
Britt:  The  women's  movement,  of  which  District  5  is  an  important  center,  is  clearly 
one  of  the  most  creative  forces  in  American  society.  It  continues  to  be  in  the  interest 
of  the  city  that  we  draw  on  that  movement  for  special  direction,  special  insight.  My 
role  in  that  is.  first  of  all.  to  continue  to  make  that  point  to  male  audiences,  and. 
secondly,  to  meet  regularly  with  women  and  receive  guidance  from  them,  and  also 
to  be  supportive  of  their  efforts  to  organize  around  not  only  women's  issues  but 
general  isues  in  the  city  that  women  have  something  to  say  about. 
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ZONING  ... 

Continued  from  Page  I 
customers.  Cook  and  Gest  have  consi- 
dered the  possibility  of  obtaining  a  res- 
taurant license  so  that  people  buying  food 
from  the  delicatessen  would  be  able  to  eat 
on  the  premises. 

"The  Planning  Commission  is  under 
the  impression  that  neighborhood  people 
vehemently  don't  want  any  more  sit- 
down  places  or  liquor  licenses  on  the 
block.  But  the  restaurant  issue  is  impor- 
tant to  our  customers,"  Gest  said.  He  and 
Cook  have  a  petition  signed  by  2.000 
patrons  who  support  the  idea  of  having  an 
informal  eating  area  in  the  deli. 

The  moratorium,  imposed  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  will  remain  in 
effect  until  Nov.  5.  1980.  unless  the 
Planning  Department  recommendations 
are  accepted  by  the  City  prior  to  that 
time. 

If  and  when  the  more  flexible  zoning 
plan  is  adopted.  Cook  and  Gest  will  file 
an  application  for  a  conditional  permit, 
which  if  approved,  would  allow  them  to 
proceed  with  their  plans. 

The  Planning  Department  is  coming 
under  increasing  fire  from  merchants  who 
feel  that  the  department  is  unfairly  inter- 
fering with  the  free  enterprise  system. 

"The  public  decides  which  busi- 
nesses make  it  and  which  don't,"  said 
Austin.  "But  it  is  a  tremendous  handicap 
to  carry  on  (business)  without  tables  and 
chairs." 

Gest  feels  that  the  Planning  Depart- 
ment should  impose  as  few  controls  as 
are  necessary  to  "maintain  the  decorum 
of  the  neighborhood. 

"We  don't  particularly  care  for  dis- 
cos, or  more  bars.  That  wouldn't  contri- 
bute to  the  feeling  of  the  neighborhood. 
But  one  more  liquor  package  wouldn't 
matter,  because  we're  very  much  a  part 
of  the  neighborhood." 

As  a  matter  of  policy.  Friends  of 
Noe  Valley  opposes  any  new  requests  for 
liquor  licenses  on  24th  Street.  Last  year, 
the  community  group  filed  its  customary 
protest  with  the  Alcoholic  Beverages 
Control  Board  (ABC)  regarding  Cameo 
Coffee's  request. 

But  after  Gest  made  a  personal 
appearance  before  the  group,  he  con- 
vinced the  Steering  Committee  to  rescind 
its  protest. 

Alix  Dilworth,  president  of  Friends 
of  Noe  Valley  at  the  time,  said  that 
although  it  rescinded  its  original  letter  of 
protest,  the  organization  neither  endorsed 
nor  supported  a  liquor  license  for  Cameo 
Coffee. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley  has  also 
written  to  the  ABC  in  opposition  to  a 
transfer  license  requested  by  John  Garcia, 
owner  of  The  Connection,  a  bar  now 
located  at  24th  and  Church  Streets.  Gar- 
cia had  intended  to  move  The  Connection 
into  a  space  he  leased  at  3933  24th  St.. 
which  is  next  to  the  Real  Food  Co.  and 
two  doors  down  from  the  Noe  Valley  Bar 
and  Grill. 

Garcia  said  he  didn't  know  what  the 
official  status  of  his  application  was.  but 
indicated  he  was  aware  of  Friends'  letter 
of  protest. 

The  moratorium  also  prohibits  the 
move  of  any  business  into  a  space  which 
was  formerly  used  for  a  different  pur- 
pose. The  Connection  would  have  to 
renovate  3933  24th  St.  (formerly  a  plant 
store)  to  make  it  suitable  for  use  as  a  bar. 

Even  if  Garcia  were  able  to  obtain 
his  license  from  the  ABC.  a  state  agency, 
he  probably  would  be  refused  a  health 


5 


Charter  Draft  Expands  Powers  of  Mayor  /  Supervisors 


INTRODUCING  the 
COLORCRANE 
COPY  CENTER 

•Ql/*ll'r  KtROX*  ^  I  NTINU 
•UtOUCTI  ON  /  •  COLLATING 

•  v  c  l  o*   e  i  *  c>  i  n  (, 

•COLOK  XCROV* 


>t»7  TWIKTY  rOUDTH  STRUT 
SAM  riANCISCO 
2«9-ll«7 

M««»*r- /»«»»••» 
i»  -  » 


'»•<•✓/ 


By  Steve  Steinberg 

San  Francisco  may  soon  have  fewer 
elected  officials  and  a  stronger  Board  of 
Supervisors  as  City  residents  get  their 
first  look  at  a  new  and  streamlined  muni- 
cipal charter. 

After  months  of  hearings,  commit- 
tee meetings  and  painstaking  research, 
the  15-member  Charter  Commission  last 
month  unveiled  a  65-page,  first-draft  ver- 
sion of  the  City's  revised  constitution. 

Commissioner  Pat  Schultz,  a  Noe 
Valley  resident,  said  the  proposed  charter 
had  been  designed  in  part  to  facilitate 
public  access  to  government.  She  also 
said  the  new  charter  would  save  San 
Franciscans  money  by  insuring  greater 
governmental  efficiency.  "I  think  it  (the 
charter)  will  present  a  clear  picture  of  the 
money  we  have  and  where  it  goes,"  she 
said. 

Among  the  highlights  of  the  first 
draft: 

•  The  powers  of  the  mayor  are  more 
clearly  defined.  The  charter  gives  the 
mayor  greater  responsibility  and  authori- 
ty in  running  the  City. 

•  The  charter  eliminates  the  office 
of  Chief  Administrative  Officer,  replac- 
ing the  position  with  a  Director  of  Ad- 
ministration, serving  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  mayor.  The  Chief  Administrative 
Officer  (CAO)  is  presently  appointed  by 
the  mayor  for  a  10- year  period.  The  CAO 
is  not  responsible  to  the  mayor  or  to  the 
voters.  The  switch  is  expected  to  increase 
coordination  among  City  departments  as 
well  as  accountability. 

•  The  Tax  Assessor  and  the  Treas- 
urer will  no  longer  be  elected  officials.  A 
Director  of  Finance  and  a  Director  of  the 
Budget,  appointed  by  the  mayor,  will 
take  their  place. 

•  The  powers  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors have  been  enhanced  in  several 
ways:  The  board  will  have  the  authority 
to  audit  City  departments  on  a  regular 

certificate  from  the  City  Health  Depart- 
ment. The  Health  Department  is  abso- 
lutely bound  by  Board  of  Supervisors 
actions. 

Furthermore.  Garcia  could  possibly 
find  himself  in  violation  of  new  threshold 
limits  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Plan- 
ning Department's  zoning  proposals.  A 
threshold  limit  prevents  overconcentra- 
tion  of  licenses,  usually  by  restricting  the 
number  of  licenses  in  a  given  area  in 
proportion  to  census  population  figures. 

City  Planner  Patrice  Fambrini  said 
the  department's  modified  study  recom- 
mended a  threshold  limit  of  four  bars  in 
the  stretch  of  24th  Street  from  Chattanoo- 
ga to  Diamond  Streets.  (The  street  al- 
ready has  six.)  The  ABC  also  limits 
density  levels  of  bars  and  restaurants. 

So  far.  the  department's  rezoning 
proposals,  have  survived  a  first  hearing 
before  the  Planning  Commission  and  are 
now  being  modified.  An  environmental 
evaluation  has  been  published,  and  an 
economic  analysis  of  the  new  plans  is  due 
Feb.  I. 

The  last  public  hearing  on  plans  for 
24th  Street  was  held  Jan.  24. 

The  commission  is  expected  to  take 
action  on  the  new  proposals  Feb.  28, 
Fambrini  said. 
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basis.  It  will  have  an  increased  role  in  the 
budget  process  and  greater  investigative 
capabilities.  The  board  will  become  the 
chief  policy-maker  for  the  City. 

•  The  budget-making  process  has 
been  changed  in  several  respects.  Budget 
hearings  at  several  levels  will  be  held  to 
encourage  greater  public  understanding 
and  participation.  The  mayor  will  be  ex- 
pected to  send  to  the  board  a  policies  and 
priorities  report  every  year  prior  to  sub- 
mission of  the  budget.  The  budget  will 
then  reflect  the  goals  and  objectives  of 
the  administration.  The  charter  allows  the 
mayor  and  Board  of  Supervisors  to  in- 
crease, decrease,  add  and  delete  budget 
items.  It  also  provides  for  a  more  flexible 
time  schedule  in  preparing  the  budget. 

•  The  City's  personnel  system  will 
be  divided  into  three  distinct  depart- 
ments: a  civil  service  system,  an  employe 
relations  sytem,  and  a  personnel  manage- 
ment system.  The  method  of  setting 
wages  for  City  employees  will  also  be  al- 
tered, allowing  unions  and  City  adminis- 
trators to  opt  for  negotiated  settlements 
instead  of  the  present  formula  system. 

The  Charter  Commission  left  to  the 
mayor  and  Board  of  Supervisors  the 
power  to  reorganize  and  restructure  vari- 
ous aspects  of  City  government  not 
touched  upon  by  the  new,  lean  charter. 

Members  of  the  commission  were 
elected  in  November,  1978,  after  voters 
decided  in  June  of  that  year  to  revamp  the 
City's  cumbersome  present  charter.  The 
current  charter,  dating  back  to  1932,  was 
adopted  after  a  period  of  municipal  cor- 
ruption. It  has  been  frequently  criticized 
for  its  inflexibility  and  has  undergone 
some  500  amendments. 

The  Charter  Commission  was  given 
a  two-year  mandate  to  create  a  new  City 
constitution.  It  began  its  work  in  March, 
1979,  by  holding  a  series  of  public 
impact  hearings.  The  commission  then 
divided  up  into  three  committees,  each 
concentrating  on  a  specific  aspect  of 
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governmental  reform.  In  November  the 
commission  again  met  as  a  whole  to  dis- 
cuss committee  findings  and  to  complete 
its  first  draft.  A  small,  low-paid  staff 
aided  the  commission  in  its  investiga- 
tions. Commissioners  were  unsalaried, 
but  the  work  of  the  commission  was 
funded  by  a  $175,000  City  budget,  sup- 
plemented by  grants  from  private  founda- 
tions. 

The  elected  members  of  the  com- 
mission came  from  various  segments  of 
the  community,  including  business, 
labor  and  government.  According  to 
Schultz,  who  is  also  a  consultant  to  San 
Francisco's  State  Assemblyman  Willie 
Brown,  the  composition  of  the  commis- 
sion "could  not  have  been  more  balanced 
if  it  had  been  appointed." 

On  Feb.  21  the  commission  will 
hold  a  hearing  in  District  5  to  present  its 
first  draft  and  answer  questions  from  the 
public.  The  hearing  will  be  held  at  Mc- 
Kinley  Elementary  School.  14th  and  Cas- 
tro Streets,  at  7:30  p.m. 

The  work  of  the  commission  is  far 
from  done.  After  gauging  public  reaction 
to  the  first  draft,  commissioners  will 
write  two  more  versions,  the  third  and 
final  one  to  be  published  in  August.  The 
final  draft  will  be  submitted  to  the  voters 
in  November  for  approval. 

If  the  new  charter  is  approved. 
Schultz  foresees  a  "tremendous  educa- 
tional effort"  to  acquaint  the  public  with 
the  capabilities  and  limitations  of  the 
document. 

According  to  Schultz,  who  describes 
her  experience  with  the  commission  as  a 
"once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity."  the 
new  charter  will  not  be  a  panacea  for  all 
the  ills  of  San  Francisco.  But  she  remains 
optimistic.  "All  of  us  (on  the  commis- 
sion) are  looking  at  this  in  the  spirit  of 
improvement  over  the  current  charter, 
rather  than  as  an  ideal  that  wouldn't 
pass." 
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Noe  Valley  in  the  Good  Old  Days 


The  Noc  Valley  Library  designated  January  as  "Noe  Valley  History  Month." 
In  celebration  of  this  event,  the  newly  formed  Noe  Valley  Community  Archives 
sponsored  a  month-long  exhibit  of  pictures,  documents  and  memorabilia  relating  to 
the  Valley's  past.  A  significant  contribution  to  this  exhibit  was  a  chronology  of 
events  in  the  neighborhood  since  1868  compiled  by  historian  Deborah  Frangquist. 
Reprinted  here  are  some  historical  milestones  from  her  list  of  events. 

The  Archives  Committee  is  continuing  in  its  efforts  to  piece  together  the 
history  of  the  area.  In  particular,  the  group  is  interested  in  hearing  and  recording  the 
reminiscences  of  long-time  Noe  Valley  residents.  Anyone  wishing  to  contribute 
their  memories  or  volunteer  time  on  the  project  should  contact  Librarian  Margaret 
Wyatt  at  285-2788  or  visit  the  library.  451  Jersey  St. 


Sit! 


Long-time  Noe  Valley  resident  Ray  Youngman  identifies  landmarks  for  Lissa 
Matross  at  the  recent  Archives  exhibit  at  the  library. 


Inspired  by  a  collection  of  artifacts,  these  Noe  Valley  residents  discuss  the  old 
and  new  neighborhood. 


EVENTS  IN  NOE  VALLEY: 
A  PRELIMINARY  CHRONOLOGY 

Prepared  by  Deborah  Frangquist 

1868:  February  issue  of  San  Francisco  Real  Estate  Circular  noted  that  "An  active 
demand  has  been  noticeable  for  lots  lying  within  the  hounds  of  Eighteenth. 
Twenty-Sixth,  Valencia  and  Castro  Streets.  This  locality  is  occupied  with 
rolling  hills  and  tableland,  and  heretofore  has  not  been  in  favor  with 
purchasers.  .  .  But  the  perfect  nature  of  its  title,  the  fine  view  which  is 
obtained  from  the  most  of  the  land,  and  the  good  drainage  which  it  will  have, 
have  lately  operated  favorably  in  elevating  its  prices." 

August  14:  A  lot,  250  x  260,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Dolores  and  24th 
Streets  sold  for  $11,000.  This  lot  had  sold  in  September  of  1867 for  $8,000. 

1869:  Southern  Pacific  RR  purchased  San  Francisco-San  Jose  RR  and  Ocean 
Shore  RR,  both  of  which  ran  through  upper  Noe  Valley.  There  was  a  station 
at  25th  and  Valencia. 

1871 :  St.  Luke's  Hospital  was  founded  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Woodley  Brotherton, 
M.D..  D.D.,  in  two  rented  houses  on  Bernal  Heights.  The  site  at  Valencia 
and  27th  Streets  was  purchased  in  1873  and  donated  to  the  hospital.  In  1911 
new  buildings  replaced  those  built  in  the  1870s. 

1876:  Spring:  First  mass  at  St.  Paul's  parish  celebrated  by  Father  Breslin  in  a 
brick  building  on  Noe  between  28th  and  29th  Streets. 

1884:  Valencia  Street  Fire  Station  built  on  Valencia  between  25th  and  26th. 

1898:  Drewes'  Meat  Market.  1706  Church  St..  established. 

1900:  Most  of  water  mains  in  upper  Noe  Valley  (south  of  Clipper)  installed. 

1907:  First  services  held  at  Epworth  Methodist  Church  building  at  1270  Sanchez 
St.  (Bethany).  The  original  Epworth  building  was  at  26th  and  Church  and 
services  were  held  there  in  the  1890s. 

1 909- 19/3  Dolores  Street  constructed.  26th  to  Army  in  1909.  27th  to  30th.  191 1  to 
19/3.  Center  strip  with  palms  in  1910. 

191 1:  Kate  Kennedy  Elementary  School  constructed  at  30th  and  Noe.  The  site  cost 
$32,000.  Construction  cost  $101,000.  for  a  wood  frame  building  on 
concrete  foundation  with  cement  plaster  exterior. 

1916:  Construction  of  theater  at  28th  and  Church.  This  theater  showed  silent  films 
with  piano  music.  At  various  times,  the  name  was  Rita.  New  Rita  and 
Princess. 

1917:  J -line  streetcar  began  Noe  Valley  service.  This  service  was  originally  cross- 
town,  reduced  to  30th  and  Church  to  the  Ferry  Building  June  I.  1918. 

1920:  Upper  Noe  Valley  Improvement  Association  formed  to  improve  transporta- 
tion and  other  services.  The  29th  and  Castro  Club  merged  with  the  new 
organization. 

1922:  West  of  Castro  Improvement  Club  re  organized  with  Joseph  Osterloh  as 
president.  This  club  had  existed  earlier,  but  doesn't  seem  to  have  met  from 
1918  to  1922.  On  March  4,  1926,  it  changed  its  name  to  the  East  and  West 
of  Castro  Street  Improvement  Club. 

1947:  Bond  issue  passed  for  proposed  playground  at  Sanchez  and  30th.  Land  was 
purchased  and  buildings  on  the  land  moved  elsewhere  in  the  district.  The 
Korean  War  stopped  construction,  and  there  was  a  temporary  playground 
on  the  site,  with  sandbox,  swings,  softball  field,  and  tennis  courts,  using  a 
remaining  house  on  the  lot  as  a  clubhouse. 


This  1938  Archives  photo  shows  the  old  streetcar  barn  at  Castro  and  Jersey 
Streets,  where  Little  Bell  Market  stands  today. 


Lorraine  Christensen  loaned  the  Archives  this  1935  photo  of  her  sixth  grade 
class  at  Alvarado  School.  She  is  sitting  first  from  the  left,  bottom  row. 
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r-the-century  photo,  owned  by  Barbara  and  Vaughn  Hopkins,  was  displayed  as  pari  of  the  Community  Archives 
month  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library.  It  gives  a  view  of  Castro  Street  north  from  20th  Street  in  cable  car  days. 


This  turn-of -the -century  photi 
exhibit  last  month  at  the  Noe 
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Castro  and  1 8th  Streets,  an  intersection  traversed  by  only  the  most  intrepid  motorist  today,  had  very  little  traffic  congestion 
70  years  ago.  Barbara  and  Vaughn  Hopkins  loaned  the  Archives  this  1910  photo,  showing  the  east  side  of  Castro  between 
18th  and  19th  Streets. 
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Hop  well's  Waitresses  Serve  Up  Neighborhood  Memories 


By  Laurel  Hellerstein 

The  owners  have  changed  and  trie 
candy  counter  has  disappeared,  but  Hop- 
well's  Restaurant  at  24th  and  Castro 
remains  a  Noe  Valley  institution.  Its 
enduring  landmark  status  can  be  attri- 
buted in  part  to  the  special  qualities  of 
two  longtime  employees  —  waitresses 
Mary  Vargas  and  Velma  Wright. 

Many  a  morning  you  have  stumbled 
bleary-eyed  into  Hopwcll's.  Before  you 
could  even  focus  properly,  a  cup  of  hot. 
steaming  coffee  was  sitting  in  front  of 
you  and  your  breakfast  order  had  been 
cheerfully  taken.  Your  hot  meal  was  soon 
placed  efficiently  in  front  of  you.  and  you 
were  left  undisturbed  to  eat.  By  the  time 
you  paid  your  check  and  walked  out  of 
Hopwell's  to  face  another  day.  you  were 
glowing  with  confidence.  You  had 
Velma  and  Mary  to  thank  for  getting  your 
day  off  to  a  great  start 

Mary  worked  at  another  24th  Street 
eatery  —  Herb's  Fine  Foods  —  for  21 
years  before  starting  at  Hopwell's  seven 
years  ago.  Velma  has  been  at  Hopwell's 
for  I  I  years  and  spent  many  years  before 
that  at  other  Noe  Valley  restaurants. 

What  could  possibly  motivate  these 
women  to  work  in  one  restaurant  for  so 
long?  "I  just  enjoy  being  with  people  and 
mixing  with  customers,"  says  Velma. 
Mary  loves  her  customers,  too.  "They 
even  tell  you  their  troubles;  they're  all 
right.  I  like  waiting  on  them.  There  are 
people  that  ask  for  us  to  wait  on  them. 
They  don't  want  anyone  but  Velma  and 
me." 

Through  their  work.  Velma  and 
Mary  get  to  know  Hopwell's  habitues. 


ELISA'S  HEALTH  SPA 

4026 Vi  24th  St.  between  Noe  and  Castro 

How  many  times  have  you  needed  a 
hot  tub  or  massage,  but  were  unable  to 
summon  the  energy  for  a  trip  downtown? 
Well,  you  don't  have  to  leave  the  neigh- 
borhood for  relief  of  your  aching  mus- 
cles. Nestled  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley  is 
F.lisa's  Health  Spa  at  4026 '4  24th  St.. 
where  you  may  indulge  in  the  sybaritic 
delights  of  body  care. 

Elisa's  sauna  comfortably  holds  four 
people.  The  rate  is  $3  per  visit  or  $6  per 
visit  for  reserved  time.  The  ceramic  tile 
hot  tub.  located  outside,  is  surrounded  by 
beautiful  gardens  and  a  redwood  deck, 
which  make  for  a  perfectly  relaxing  at- 
mosphere. Hot  tub  rates  arc  $4  to  $5  per 
hour.  For  privacy,  Elisa  recommends 
reservations.  Swedish  and  Shiatsu  mas- 
sage are  also  available  at  a  rate  of  $17  per 
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Clara  Rosen  Camarda 


282- 


Hopwell's  veteran  waitresses  Velma  Wright  (left)  and  Mary  Vargas  have 
become  somewhat  of  a  Noe  Valley  institution. 


They  know  their  customers  have  changed 
their  attitudes  over  the  years.  "There's 
been  a  big  change  in  our  lifestyles  and  the 
people  that  are  living  here.  The  whole 
concept  of  Noe  Valley  in  that  area  has 
changed."  Velma  said.  Both  Velma  and 
Mary  have  noticed  the  gradual  shift  in 
residents  from  large  families  to  a  younger 
group  of  people.  Mary  says,  "You 
younger  people  are  nicer,  you  have  heart, 
you  live."  Mary  and  Velma  feel  that 
people  are  more  honest  and  open  today 


than  in  the  past  and  see  themselves 
changing  in  the  same  way.  "There  was  a 
time  when  you  wouldn't  have  dared  say 
what  you  thought,"  said  Velma. 

Coincidental ly.  both  women  came 
to  San  Francisco  from  the  South.  Velma, 
who  is  from  Arkansas,  and  Mary,  whose 
roots  lie  in  Tennessee,  came  here  during 
World  War  II.  And  both  now  have  two 
generations  living  after  them.  Mary  has 
one  daughter,  two  sons  and  10  grandchil- 
dren. Velma  has  four  sons,  one  daughter 


By  Laurel  Hellerstein 


hour. 

Elisa's  Health  Spa  is  owned  by  Elisa 
Ining.  a  Noe  Valley  merchant  for  over  26 
years.  The  sauna  is  open  Monday  through 
Saturday  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  and  Sun- 
day from  noon  to  9  p.m.  The  hot  tub  is 
available  Monday  through  Saturday.  1 1 
a.m.  to  9  p.m..  and  Sunday,  noon  to 
9  p.m..  with  Monday  and  Tuesday  design 
natcd  Men's  and  Women's  Days,  respec- 
tively. 

TAYLOR'S  PUBLIC  HOUSE 
4166  24th  St.  near  Diamond 

What  was  once  the  Serious  Sand- 
wich Deli,  located  at  Diamond  and  24th 
Streets,  has  acquired  a  new  look  and  a 
new  name.  It  is  now  Taylor's  Public 
House,  "a  Restaurant  and  Gathering 
Place.  "  Taylor's  Public  House  is  owned 
by  Peg  Koncn.  Don  Schultz  and  Skippy 
Taylor,  who  is  also  the  house  chef. 

The  front  area  of  Taylor's  has  been 
converted  to  a  comfortable  bar/lounge. 
The  bar.  which  is  open  from  II  a.m.  to 
midnight,  with  longer  hours  on  week- 
ends, offers  a  selection  of  45  imported 
and  domestic  beers.  The  beer  list  is  con- 
stantly expanding  as  is  Taylor's  list  of 
wines  One  may  purchase  California  and 
imported  wines  as  well  as  champagne  by 
Jhc  glass. 

Taylor's  has  a  varied  menu  of  Amer- 
ican and  continentaJ  food.  Omelettes, 
salads  and  sandwiches  are  offered  for 


lunch,  served  daily  from  1 1  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 
The  dinner  menu  includes  entrees  of 
beef,  veal,  chicken  and  seafood.  There  is 
also  a  daily  special  that  may  vary  from 


Scampi  to  Beef  Wellington.  Seafood  is 
fresh  in  season,  and  desserts  are  home- 
made. Dinner  is  served  Sunday  through 
Thursday  from  5.  p.m.  to  10  p.m.  and 
Friday  and  Saturday  to  II  p.m.  A  cham- 
pagne brunch  is  served  on  Sundays. 

For  your  entertainment.  Taylor's  has 
a  video  disc  machine  from  which  movies 
are  often  shown.  The  jukebox  carries  a 
selection  of  old  jazz  and  hits  from  the 
'40s. '50s  and  '60s.  Special  events*  such 
as  wine  tastings  and  parties,  will  be  fre- 
quent fare. 


I  BROWN  -  T\  nv, 


276A  lair  Oaks  Si. 
San  Francisco  648-7352 


DUGGAX'S  I'CXERAL  SERVICE 

THE  OUGGAN  WELCH  FAMILY 

William  'Bill  ' Wi  tch 
Noe  Valley  Resident 

3434  .  I 7tm  Sthcct.  San  Francivco 
431  4900 


and  1 1  grandchildren. 

Both  know  and  remember  the  Noe 
Valley  of  the  past.  Mary  said.  "I  can 
remember  when  Herb's  was  the  only 
restaurant  in  Noe  Valley."  At  that  time, 
coffee  was  only  5  cents  a  cup.  Coffee  is 
now  40  cents  a  cup.  but  Velma  and  Mary 
have  found  a  way  to  be  optimistic  about 
rising  prices.  '  Prices  go  up.  then  wages 
go  up,"  said  Mary.  Velma  agreed:  "You 
get  fringe  benefits  now  that  you  didn't 
used  to  get  years  ago." 

Even  the  neighborhood's  past  law- 
breakers are  etched  in  their  memories. 
Mary  remembers  the  White  Shoe  and 
Black  Shoe  youth  gangs  of  1955  and 
their  rumbles  on  24th  Street.  Police  asked 
merchants  to  close  their  shops,  and  Mary 
remembers  being  escorted  to  her  car  by  a 
policeman  for  protection.  Mary  also  re- 
called Tony,  a  local  character  who  wore  a 
ski  mask  because  he  had  a  fear  of  a  flu 
epidemic.  He  once  jokingly  held  up  the 
Bank  of  America  with  two  toy  guns. 
B  of  A  was  not  amused. 

Twenty-fourth  Street  has  been  the 
backdrop  for  many  television  shows  and 
movies.  Velma  and  Mary  said  they  once 
witnessed  a  car  being  blown  up  in  front  of 
Hopwell's  for  a  Streets  of  San  Francisco 
television  episode.  Mary  herself  was  sin- 
gled out  as  a  Noe  Valley  personality  and 
filmed  at  her  duties  by  a  local  TV  station, 
yet  remains  modest  about  her  moment  in 
the  limelight. 

Mary  also  remembers  the  easy  so- 
cializing. Local  merchants  used  to  get 
together  once  a  month  for  a  picnic.  "I'd 
like  to  see  the  merchants  get  together  like 
we  used  to."  she  said  wistfully.  "It 
would  be  nice  to  get  to  know  all  these 
people." 


NOE  VALLEY  CYCLERY 
4193  24th  St.  near  Diamond 

The  Noe  Valley  Cyclery.  formerly 
located  on  Castro  Street,  has  moved  to 
24th  Street  near  Diamond.  The  shop, 
which  sells  and  repairs  10-speed  bikes,  is 
owned  by  Greg  Bartlow  and  Larry  Kline. 

The  cyclery  now  has  a  larger  area  in 
which  to  display  its  larger  inventory  of 
Miyata  and  Sekai  bikes,  and  more  room 
for  servicing  equipment.  The  Noe  Valley 
Cyclery  also  builds  custom  bikes  and 
offers  a  course  on  bike  repair  in  the  even- 
ings. Regular  hours  are  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
Tuesday  through  Saturday. 


J.V»»  % 

9>rd  I'm 
1  rr\  Sfftr  7&e»«J 


TRADITIONAL  CHINESE  ACUPRESSURE. 
MOXABUSTION.  HERBOLOGY.  CHI  K  UNO 
TAOIST  YOGA.  TAOIST  HEALTH  EXERCISE 

IRIS  AND  JEFFREY  ANTIN 
CLASSES  AND 
PRIVATE  CONSULTATIONS 

PHONE  824-6283 
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Caffeine  Fuels  Authors 

Meat  Market  Regulars  Keep  Us  in  Suspense 
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By  Leslie  Phillips 

The  coffeehouse  as  spawning  ground 
for  creative  expression  is  not  yet  a  thing 
of  the  past. 

Aron  Spilken,  a  Noe  Valley  resi- 
dent, and  Ed  O'Leary,  a  former  fixture  in 
the  neighborhood,  outlined  their  first 
novel  during  frantic  bouts  of  brainstorm- 
ing in  the  Meat  Market  Coffeehouse  on 
24th  Street.  The  result,  a  suspense  novel 
called  Burning  Moon,  was  published  in 
1978  by  Playboy  Press.  The  paperback 
edition  became  available  in  December. 
1979.  and  was  one  of  Playboy  Press'  lead 
books  that  month. 

Although  the  action  in  Burning 
Moon  takes  place  in  Wyoming,  the  two 
heroines  mastermind  their  adventure  over 
countless  cups  of  coffee  in  the  Meat 
Market,  just  as  the  authors  plotted  their 
novel  there,  scene  by  scene,  chapter  by 
chapter. 

Aron:  "We'd  get  all  psyched  up  on 
coffee  and  write  all  over  the  napkins." 

Ed:  "I  love  to  sit  around  and  work 
on  a  scene  —  puff  it  up.  The  mellower  I 
would  get.  the  more  hyper  Aron  would 
get." 

Without  planning  or  actually  reali- 
zing what  was  happening,  and  without 
ever  having  touched  a  typewriter.  Spilken 
and  O'Leary  built  the  structure  of  their 

book. 

Burning  Moon  centers  on  the  two 
women's  heist  of  the  vault  at  Jackson 
Lake  Lodge  and  a  subsequent  "chase" 
through  the  Grand  Tetons.  The  book 
traces  each  step  of  the  robbery  and  escape 
with  unrelenting  detail. 

"I  didn't  want  this  book  to  be  a 
hoke.  I  wanted  a  book  where  the  action  is 
all  feasible  —  no  helicopters  appearing 
out  of  nowhere  to  rescue  the  robbers.  I 
wanted  the  whole  endeavor  to  be  possible 
emotionally,  financially  and  physically," 
Spilken  said. 

Detail  is  so  crucial  to  the  story,  in 
fact,  that  the  authors  travelled  to  Wyo- 
ming to  time  with  a  stopwatch  the  exact 
movements  of  each  character. 

Apparently,  they  produced  a  book  of 
fine^  precision.  According  to  O'Leary. 
who  once  worked  at  the  Jackson  Lake 
Lodge,  officials  there  were  upset  by 
Burning  Moon  because  they  felt  it  actual- 
ly threatened  the  security  of  the  resort. 

Although  he  has  yet  to  participate  in 
a  grand  theft.  O'Leary  has  done  some 
serious  fantasizing  about  the  subject. 

"I'm  interested  in  how  to  do  a 
robbery  and  get  away  with  it,"  because 


the  way  he  figures  it.  you  "don't  do  the 
crime  unless  you  can  do  the  time." 

Currently  employed  as  a  bartender, 
O'Leary  began  to  write  at  age  43  to  make 
money  and  because,  he  says,  it  is  fun. 

His  previously  published  work  con- 
sisted of  a  short  story  he  wrote  for  his 
high  school  newspaper  23  years  ago. 
Although  he  has  written  another  story 
about  high  school  experiences  more  re- 
cently, it  has  not  yet  been  published. 

The  relative  success  of  Burning 
Moon,  however,  has  not  gone  to  his 
head. 

"I  don't  feel  famous.  I'd  rather  be 
wealthy  and  humble."  he  said.  "I  just 
feel  so  lucky  to  be  published.  The  odds 
(against  it)  are  astronomical." 

For  O'Leary.  sitting  down  and  actu- 
ally writing  is  the  hard  part  about  being  a 
novelist.  In  their  recent  collaboration. 
Spilken  and  O'Leary  agreed  to  write 
different  parts  of  the  book  separately. 
While  O'Leary  devised  the  tricks  within 
the  plots,  Spilken  polished  the  writing. 

Encouraged  by  the  warm  reception 
of  Burning  Moon,  Spilken  and  O'Leary 


have  embarked  upon  another  joint  pro- 
ject: a  second  suspense  novel.  Tentative- 
ly called  Gold  Mine,  the  book  involves  a 
psychiatrist  who  abuses  his  relationship 
with  a  client  for  financial  gain. 

As  O'Leary  is  considered  the  more 
easygoing  of  the  pair,  Spilken  is  known 
as  the  more  hardworking  and  disciplined. 
About  three  years  ago,  he  vowed  to 
become  a  "writer"  within  one  year. 
Trained  as  a  psychiatrist,  Spilken.  40, 
had  written  numerous  research  articles 
and  several  of  what  he  called  "dry.  stuffy 
intellectual"  short  stories,  but  none  of  his 
fiction  had  been  published. 

As  the  deadline  to  become  a  writer 
approached.  Spilken  dashed  off  a  porno 
novel,  published  as  Spread  Baby,  a  title 
with  which  he  is  quick  to  disassociate 
himself.  Since  Spread  Baby,  he  has  co- 
authored  a  book  on  pop-psychology 
called  Alpha  Waves.  But  not  until  Burn- 
ing Moon,  a  book  of  broad  appeal,  has  he 
felt  successful  as  a  writer. 

Yet.  he  is  still  reluctant  to  identify 
himself  as  an  author. 

"It's  fun  and  I  earn  a  living  at  it." 


he  said,  "but  I'd  prefer  writing  to  come 
upon  me  like  a  desire." 

Burning  Moon,  which  is  billed  as 
Playboy  Press'  only  "feminist  book." 
has  sold  over  30.000  copies  in  softback. 
In  addition,  the  authors  have  sold  the 
French  rights.  Although  there  has  been 
discussion  about  making  a  film,  or  televi- 
sion movie,  from  the  book,  the  offers 
have  not  panned  out.  Spilken  said.  The 
reason?  Spilken  claims  that  middle  A- 
merica  would  not  accept  the  female  char- 
acters because  they  are  too  independent. 

The  authors,  who  consider  them- 
selves feminists,  chose  to  use  women  in 
the  lead  roles  out  of  an  "admiration  of  the 
woman's  position,  and  a  feeling  of  failure 
in  the  male  role. 

/ 

.  "We  were  not  comfortable  putting 
our  feelings  and  internal  dialogue  into  the 
bodies  of  men  because  of  a  lifelong  habit 
of  being  secretive  about  what  one  felt." 
Spilken  said.  He  said  they  were  searching 
for  an  emotional,  receptive  attitude  for 
their  characters  rather  than  one  of  order 
and  tradition. 


The  Meat  Market  Coffeehouse  provided  a  fertile  environment  for  the  crafty 
imaginations  of  authors  Aron  Spilken  (left)  and  Ed  O'Leary. 


Mstadite  ?2e gained 

in  your  back  yard  with 
integrated  decks 
and  landscaping 

tree  estimates 

(415)  626-1622 
(415)647-4447 


29th  Street  and  Dolores 
648-9845 
Our  Specialties 
Banana  Daiquiris  and  Pina  Coladas 


Yloe  \) alley  2beli 

HOUSE  OF  HOT  SUBMARINE 
SANDWICHES 

FRESH  TURKEY  SANDWICHES  MADE 
DAILY 

FRESH  TABOOLEH  (MIDDLE 

EASTERN  SALAD)  _ 

FRESH  ROAST  BEEF  _ 

AND  FRESH  FRUIT  SALAD  _ 

ALL  MADE  DAILY 

OPEN  MON  -SAT.  9-8  -  SUN.  10-6 

4015  24TH  STREET  824-8373 


ASTROLOGICAL  READINGS 

ASTROLOGICAL 
CALCULATION  SERVICE 

CLASSES  &  WORKSHOPS 
IN  ASTROLOGY  &  TAROT 


earthsign  "MUSIC  FROM  THE  HEARTS  OF  SPACE' 
4155-24thSt.  S.F. 94114      (415)  824-3373 
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kane 


PHOTOGRAPHER 


Give  a 
Vale  nt  i  ne 
PORTRAIT 

to  your 
SWEETIE 


285-0383 


NOE  VALLEY'S  ONLY 
GENERAL  OFFICE  SUPPLY  STORE 


OFFICE  SUPPLY 


•  Rubber  Stamp* 

•  Filing  Suppfces 

•  Unusual  Cards 

•  Photocopy 

•  Buemeas  a  legal  Forms 

•  Office  Furniture 

•  Omce  Mecrttne  Rape* 

13M  Castro -282-6SU 
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New  Life  for  Bay  Area  Sports 


The  San  Francisco  Pioneers 
are  off  to  a  successful  start  on 
their  first  season  in  the  Women's 
Professional  Basketball  League. 
At  press  time,  the  Pioneers, 
shown  here  in  white  jerseys,  lead 
the  Western  Division  with  a 
14-8  record. 


Photos  by 
Irene  Kane 


Bay  Area  young  women  enjoy  some  new  role  models  in  the  San 
Francisco  Pioneers. 


Kim  Hansen's  got  this  ball.  The  starting  center  has  a  total 
of  262  rebounds  this  season. 


Ready  for  that  rebound,  Gerry  Booker  (right)  smiles  in  anticipation. 
Jan  Ternyik  has  her  eye  on  it,  too. 


Anita  Ortega,  the  Pioneers'  leading  scorer,  concentrates  on 
another  basket.  Anita  averages  25.8  points  a  game. 


charters 


groups 


AIRLINES         TICKETS  ANYWHERE 


Diamond  Heights  Shopping  Center 
San  Francisco,  California  94131  •  (415)  824-4400 


cruises 


tours 


PYRAMID  REALTY 


THE  DEFINITIVE  REALTOR  IN  NOE  VALLEY 

415/821-3390 
3982  -  24th  STREET   SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  94114 
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Registration  for  a  free  Community 
College  class  in  "Women , in  American 
Literature,  1930-1980"  begins  Feb.  6  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Library,  4(51  Jersey  St., 
from  2  to  4  p.m. 

Registration  is  open  at  any  time.  No 
childcare  facilities  exist  at  the  library, 
however,  so  class  participants  who  are 
mothers  must  make  their  own  arrange- 
ments. For  further  information  and  a 
reading  schedule,  call  instructor  Toni 
Mester  at  828-8287. 

Meditation  will  be  the  subject  of  a 
six-week  lecture-workshop  series  offered 
by  Susan /-Buchner  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  Buchner  said 
the  class  would  cover  the  theories  behind 
higher  levels  of  consciousness  as  well  as 
practical  meditation  techniques.  The 
class  will  be  held  Mondays  at  8  p.m. 
starting  Feb.  4.  Interested  persons  may 
attend  any  or  all  of  the  sessions,  which 
are  free.  No  registration  is  necessary. 

New  classes  in  Balinese  dance  and 
ancient  Hawaiian  hula  are  now  forming. 
Call  Rucina  Ballinger  at  648-7032  for 
dates  and  times. 


"Making  Your  Money  Count"  is  a 
series  given  by  Options  for  Women  Over 
Forty  at  the  Women's  Building,  3543 
18th  St.  Topics  for  the  two  sessions  this 
month  are  Planning  for  Retirement  and 
Real  Estate  (Dwelling  or  Investment). 
The  workshops  will  be  held  Feb.  2  and 
Feb.  9  from  2  to  4  p.m.  The  cost  is  $4  per 
session.  Call  Options  at  431-6944  for 
reservations  or  information. 


Every  second  Thursday  of  each 
month.  District  Health  Center  No.  I, 
3850  17th  St..  conducts  a  Heartsaver 
class.  Sponsored  by  the  S.  F.  Heart 
Association,  the  course  covers  how  to 
recognize  the  signs  of  and  prevent  a  heart 
attack  and  how  to  save  someone  whose 
breathing  and  heart  have  stopped  through 
cardio-pulmonary  resuscitation  (CPR). 

Classes  are  free.  For  more  informa- 
tion, call  the  center  at  558-3905. 

Jamestown  Community  Center  of- 
fers a  free  exercise  class  for  women  on 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from  4  to  5  p.m. 
The  center  is  located  at  180  Fair  Oaks  St. 
(near  23rd).  Call  647-6274  for  details. 


CLAS  SI FIEDS 


KIDS  T-SHIRTS.  "Caution:  Terrible 
Two"  quality  silkscreened  on  gold  or 
blue.  $6.50  plus  75  cents  handling. 
Zephyr,  4/34  1 9th  St.,  San  Francisco, 
94114. 

COUNSELING  for  individuals  and  cou- 
ples and  child  and  family  problems.  Ex- 
perienced licensed  counselor.  First  ses- 
sion free.  Sliding  scale  fee.  Counseling 
and  Communication,  Noe  Valley  office, 
285-4279. 

EDITING /GHOSTWRIT ING I  TYPING 
manuscripts,  screenplays,  theses,  reports. 
Experienced  also  in  production  of  news- 
letters, brochures  and  small  magazines. 
282-0977. 

CAREER  CHOICE/CHANGE:  Identify 
skills.  Build  a  network  of  contacts.  Lo- 
cate employers.  Write  resumes.  Sliding 
scale.  Call  Joyce  at  647-8971  for  more 
information. 

GLIMPSE  WONDERS.  Send  a  self- 
addressed  stamped  envelope  to  Strange 
de  Jim,  Dept.  NV.  P.  O.  Box  14547,  San 
Francisco,  94114. 


INCOME  TAXES  are  not  funny,  but  when 
I  prepare  your  tax  return,  the  results  will 
make  you  smile.  Tax  return  preparation 
for  individuals  and  small  businesses. 
Licensed  by  State  of  California.  Dan 
Cumings,  586-3644. 

ADVERTISING  IS  CHEAP  in  the  Classi- 
fieds section  of  The  Noe  Valley  Voice.  A 
mere  10  cents  a  word.  Send  copy  and 
check  or  money  order  to  the  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  941/4. 


VISIT   THE    POLKS  AT 
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OPEN  SATURDAY 
10:30-2:30 

t=r 

EQUAl  HOUSING 
LENDER 

2109  Market  Street 


861-1515 


Continental 
Savings  $f  Loan 
Association 

2855  Diamond  Street 
2394500 


4sk 


fsltc 


1409  Haight  Street 
864-1818 


OUR  TREE  SERVICES 


Highest  Savings  Rates. 
Notary  and  Photocopy 
Telephone  Transfer 
Monthly  Income  Accounts 
Direct  Deposit 


Savings  Account  Loans 

Save-byMail 

Home  Loan  Counseling 

Travelers'  Checks 

Money  Orders 


rlie  quesriNQ 

PERSON 

Ever  in  search  of  meaning,  The  Questing  Person  goes  out  among  us  in 
search  of  its  quest  for  meaning.  This  month's  quest: 

What  Should  Be  Preserved  as  an  Historical 
Landmark  in  Noe  Valley? 

Signora  Brien,  sales  clerk:  The  Glen  Five  and  Ten 
because  it's  the  old  time  five  and  dime  store,  the  kind 
you  don't  see  much  any  more. 


Joel  Samuels,  metaphysician:  Bud's.  Its  perse- 
vered, it's  been  around  a  long  time.  It  used  to  be  the 
best,  and  some  people  think  it  still  is. 


Eddie  Guarino,  would-be  physical  therapist  in 
transition:  The  dog  that's  been  chained  beside  my 
house  ever  since  I  moved  to  the  Valley.  A  large 
German  shepherd.  The  only  time  it  leaves  the  yard  is 
to  be  taken  out  to  shit  in  front  of  my  house. 


Blanche  Bebb,  hospital  worker:  My  apartment,  so  I 
have  a  roof  over  my  head  even  though  it  leaks. 


Jana,  store  manager:  The  stables  in  back  of  an  old 
house  on  24th  Street.  It's  an  old  livery  stable  which 
was  used  in  buggy  days  as  a  stopping  point  for 
farmers.  There  was  nothing  else  here  then. 


Joe  Fuentes,  real  estate  broker:  The  place  at  the 
corner  of  Noe  and  25th  Streets.  It  holds  some  of  the 
heritage  of  Noe  Valley.  It  reminds  me  of  the  old  Noe 
Valley,  which  had  farms  and  horses  and  cows. 


Photos  by  Irene  Kane 


a    montessori  preschool 
for  ages  3-6 
an  elementary  program 
.  .  .  for  ages  6-12 


Responsive  to  individual  learning 
styles  Appreciative  ol  individual 
talents  Exceptional  indoor  and 
outdoor  environment  Lunches  & 
Daycare  The  S  F  School  is 
racially  non-discriminatory  in 
admissions  and  operations 
300  Gaven  Street  SF  CA  94131 


THE 
SAN 

FRANCISCO 
SCHOOL 

239-5065 


DENTISTRY 
FOR  CHILDREN 
AGES  2-14  YEARS 

m 

SATURDAY 
APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE 

JAMES  L.  BEEKER  DDS 
PHONE  282-7766 

Monteagle  Medical  Center 
Of  Si  Luke's  Hospital 
1580  Valencia  St  -  Lobby  Floor 


5l?ear  Delist 

4155  A  24TH  ST.  -  BETWEEN  CASTRO  &  DIAMOND 
2854243  -  TUESDAY  THROUGH  SATURDAY 


Women's  Shampoo,  Haircut,  Blowdry 
$14.50- 

Men's  Shampoo,  Haircut,  Blowdry 
$10.00 

Perm  and  Haircut 
$40.  - 

KMS 

Professional 
Hair  &  Skin  Care 
Center 
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CALE  N  D  A  R 


Please  send  CALENDAR  items  before  the  20th  da>  of  the  month  preceding 
month  of  issue  to  The  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco, 
94114. 


Feb.  1 


Feb.  4 


Feb.  7 


Feb.  8 


Feb.  8 


Feb.  8,9 


Feb.  9 


Feb.  14 


Workshop:  Menopause  and  Other  Health  Concerns  of  Women  in  the 
Middle  Years,  S.  F.  Women's  Health  Center,  3789  -  24th  St.  Four 
Friday  mornings,  10  to  noon.   $20.   Call  282-6999  to  register. 

Introduction  to  Cervical  Self-Exam,  S.  F.  Women's  Health  Center, 
3789  24th  St.    7:30  p.m.  $3. 

Workshop:  Labor  and  Delivery,  S.  F.  Women's  Health  Center,  3789 
24th  St.   2  p.m.  $2. 

Concert -Lecture  by  Joel  Andrews,  harpist  and  metaphysical  healer. 
Earthsign,  4155  24th  St.    8  p.m.   $5.  824-3373. 

Guitar  Concert  by  Lawrence  Ferrara.   Community  Music  Center, 
544  CappSt.    8  p.m.   $3.  647-6015. 

"Disguise  the  Limit"  dance  performance  by  Deborah  Slater.  Spon- 
sored by  Oberlin  Dance  Collective  at  The  Performance  Space,  3153 
17th  St.    8:30  p.m.   $3.  50  or  PAS.  863-1002. 

Evening  of  Arabic  Music  featuring  Jazayer  and  guest  vocalist  Anton 
Jaghab.   Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.   8  p.m.  $3. 

Workshop:  Breathing  and  Relaxation.  S.  F.  Women's  Health  Center, 
3789  24th  St.    2  p.m.  $2. 


Feb.  14      Friends  of  Noe  Valley  general  meeting  featuring  speakers  from  the 
Solar  Center  and  PG&E  on  energy  conservation,  8  p.m.  Steering 
Committee  meeting,  7  p.m.  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St. 

Feb.  15      "Chambered  Jazz"  concert  by  ROVA  Saxophone  Quartet.   New  College 
of  California,  777  Valencia  St.   8:30  p.m.  $3.  863-6956. 

Feb.  15      Performance  by  guitarist -composers  Stephen  Pasero  and  Frederick 
Clarke,  Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp  St.   8  p.m.   $3  general, 
$2  students  and  seniors,  or  PAS.  647-6015. 

Feb.  21      Workshop:  Pregnancy  and  Drugs,  S.  F.  Women'6  Health  Center. 
3789  24th  St.   2  p.m.  $2. 

Feb.  21      District  5  public  meeting  on  first  draft  of  City  charter.  McKinley 
Elementary  School,  1025  14th  St.  at  Castro  Street.   7:30  p.m. 

Feb.  23      Evening  of  jazz  compositions  and  improvisation  with  Jeff  Nathanson. 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.   8  p.m.   $2  donation. 

Feb.  23      Workshop  on  Fertility  Awareness/Natural  Birth  Control,  S.  F. 

Women's  Health  Center,  3789  24th  St.   10  to  5.  $25.  282-6999. 

Feb.  24      Concert/Lecture  of  ancient  Indian  music  from  poet  saints  of  India 
presented  by  Swami  Narayanan  an  da.   S.  F.  Siddha  Yoga  Dham 
Meditation  Center,  710  Sanchez  St.   7  p.m.   Free.  285-8213. 

Feb.  28      Workshops:  Preparation  for  Breastfeeding,  2  p.m.,  $2,  and 

Support  for  the  Single  Pregnant  Woman,  7  to  9  p.m. ,  $2.  50.   S.  F. 
Women's  Health  Center,  3789  24th  St. 


ONGOING  EVENTS 


NOE  VA LLEY  LIBRARY.  451  Jersey  St.  ,  285-2788 

•  1979  watercolors  by  Eugene  Courtois.  Opening  reception  Feb.  6,  7:30  p.m. 
Exhibit  continues  through  March  1. 

•  Women  in  American  Literature  class,  Wednesdays,  2  to  4  p.m. 

•  Morning  Exercise  led  by  Katherine  Powell,  Saturdays,  10  to  11:30  a.m. 

•  Community  Garden  Workdays,  2nd  and  4th  Saturdays,  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

•  Preschool  Story  Hours.  Tuesdays,  10:30  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m. 

•  Story  Hour  for  Ages  6  to  10.  Thursdays,  4  p.m. 

JAMESTOWN  COMMUNITY  CENTER,  180  Fair  Oaks  St.  at  23rd  Street,  647-6274 

•  Afterschool  activities  for  kids,  daily. 

•  Girls  Pom-Pom,  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  3:30  to  4:30  p.m. 

•  Girls  Gymnastics,  Tuesdays,  3  to  4  p.m. 

•  Girls  Dance/Exercise,  Thursdays,  3  to  4  p.m. 

•  Women's  Exercise,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  4  to  5  p.m. 

•  Women's  Non -Competitive  Volleyball,  Wednesdays,  7  to  9  p.m.  $1. 

•  Co-ed  lnte mediate/Advanced  Volleyball,  Mondays,  7  to  10  p.m.  $1. 

•  Los  Mayores  de  Centro  Latino,  Lunches  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday,  Sunday. 

•  Veterans  Outreach,  Thursdays,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

•  Student  Employment  Opportunity  Service  (SOS).  Call  626-6880. 

EUREKA  THEATRE  COMPANY.  2299  Market  St..  863-7133 

•  Through  Feb.  16:  "Marathon  33,"  a  play  about  America  during  the  Depression. 
Thursdays  through  Sundays,  8  p.m.  $5  and  $6  with  discounts  available. 

•  Feb.  1,  2, 8,  9, 15:  Midnight  Series:  "The  Beginning  of  the  Second  Earth, "  new 
music/dance/theatre  by  jazz  saxophonist  Idris  Ackamoor  and  Cultural  Odyssey. 

S.  F.  REPERTORY  CO. .  4147  19th  St. .  863-4859 

•  Through  Feb.  24:  "Knuckle,"  mystery  by  British  playwright  David  Hare. 
Thursdays  through  Saturdays  at  8  p.m. ,  Sundays  at  2  and  8  p.m. 

VICTORIA  THEATRE.  2961  16th  St. .  863-7576,  334-3307 

•  Feb.  8  -  March  16:  "Mother  Courage"  by  Bertolt  Brecht,  performed  by  the 
Theatre  Guild  of  San  Francisco.  Thursdays  through  Sundays,  8  p.m. 

mm  wmamv  ®wmm& 

Films  are  shown  Fridays  at  8  p.  m.  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  I 
Sanchez  St.  near  23rd  Street.  $2  general  $1.50  members,  $1  seniors, 
75C  for  kids  12  or  under.   Robert  Heilbuth  at  piano. 

Feb.  1        Warner  Bros.  Tribute  to  Daffy  Duck:  "Scrap  Happy  Daffy,  " 
"Great  Piggy  Bank  Robbery,"  "Duck  Amuck,"  Daffy's 
first  film  and  more. 

Feb.  8  All-time  Great  Boxing  Film:  "Body  and  Soul, "  starring 
John  Garfield,  Lili  Palmer.  Plus  (short)  "News  Parade 
of  1948"  and  "Koko's  Earth  Control.  " 

Feb.  15  Sci-Fi  Satire:  "Invasion  of  the  Saucer  Men,  "  plus  "Star 
Trek  Bloopers"  and  "Jumping  Jupiter"  (shorts). 

Feb.  22       British  Comedy  Classic:  "The  Ruling  Class"  starring 
Peter  O'Toole.  Plus  (short)  "The  Unbelievable  Bugs  of 
Malacapalacapoo"  animated  fantasy. 

Feb.  29      Music:  The  great  black  entertainers  in  "Rock  and  Roll 
Review,"  plus  the  Beatles  in  "Magical  Mystery  Tour." 
Elvis  on  the  Ed  Sullivan  Show  (1956-57)  and  Rolling  Stones 
News  reel. 
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NOE  VALLEY'  MINISTRY,  1021  Sanchez  St..  282-2317 

•  Hot  Lunch  for  Seniors,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  1  p.m. 

•  Soup  Lunch  Bunch  for  all  Ages,  Wednesdays,  12:15  p.m. 

•  Wholesale  Mini-Market  for  Seniors,  Wednesdays,  1:30  to  2:30  p.m. 

•  Folk  Dancing  led  by  Saul  Fenster,  Thursdays,  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  $1.50. 

•  Country  Dancing,  1st  and  3rd  Saturdays,  7:30  p.m.  $2  donation. 

•  T'ai  Chi  Chuan,  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  10  to  11:30  a.m.  $2.50. 

•  Young  People's  Singing,  age6  8  to  11,  Saturdays,  10  to  11  a.m. 

•  E6Crima  Class  (martial  arts),  Tuesdays,  6:30  to  8:30  p.m.  Fee. 

•  Darbuka  Drum  Class,  Thursdays,  6  p.m.  Fee. 

•  Jazz  Exercise,  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  6:15  to  7:30  p.m.  Fee. 

•  Meditation  Techniques  Class  led  by  Susan  Buchner,  Mondays,  8  p.m.  Free. 

•  Discussion  Series  with  Dr.  Robert  St.  Clair:  "Gaining  Fantastic  Self-Confidence 
in  an  Otherwise  Disappointing  World,  Feb.  3,  10  a.m.  service;  Feb.  6,  8  p.m.; 
and  Feb.  10,  10  a.m.  service. 

•  Lent  Gatherings  in  homes,  starting  Feb.  20.  Call  Ministry  for  details. 

•  Group  Meditation,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  5:30  to  6:15  p.m. 

•  Prayer/meditation/healing  gathering,  Wednesdays,  7:15  to  8  p.m. 

EARTHSIGN,  4155  24th  St.  .  824-3373 

•  Feb.  2  workshop:  Massage:  The  Spiritual  Dimension,  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

•  Feb.  16:  Who's  Afraid  of  Eclipses?  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

•  Feb.  23:  Solar  Returns,  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

•  Feb.  24:   Bringing  Tarot  out  of  the  Closet,  7:30  to  9:30  p.  m. 

TAYLOR'S  PUBLIC  HOUSE.  4166  24th  St. 

•  Backgammon  Round  Robin,  Tuesdays,  8  p.m. 

S.  F.  SOCIALIST  SCHOOL,  29  29th  St. .  221-3333.  ext.  153 
Friday  Night  Forums,  8  p.  m. ,  $2: 

•  Feb.  8:  The  Emerging  Shape  of  the  1980  Presidential  Election. 

•  Feb.  15:  Struggles  in  El  Salvador. 

•  Feb.  22:  Nicaragua 

•  Feb.  29:  The  American  Left  in  the  World  of  the  1980s. 
Saturday  Workshop: 

•  Feb.  23:  Organizing  Labor-Community  Coalitions,  1  p.m.  $2.50. 


It's  time  to  start  planning  your 
EASTER  Advertising  Specials! 

We've  got  the  lowest  Ad  Rates 
of  any  local  paper.  And  we  take 
pride  in  our  customer  sen  ice. 

Our  deadline  for  March 

Display  Advertising  is  February  20th. 

Call  us  at  282-8434  or  write 
to  THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 
1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco  941 14 


